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ACTIVITY:
READ THIS EXCERPT AND DISCUSS YOUR INTERPRETATION AND 

ANALYSIS WITH A PARTNER

“The best thing, though, in that museum was that everything always stayed right where it was. 
Nobody’d move,” p. 131.

“Nobody’d be different. The only thing that would be different would be you. Not that you’d 
be so much older or anything. It wouldn’t be that, exactly. You’d just be different, that’s all,”  p. 
131.

”I kept walking and walking, and I kept thinking about old Phoebe going to that museum on 
Saturdays the way I used to. I thought how she’d see the same stuff I used to see, and 
how  she’d be different every time she saw it…Certain things they should stay the way they are. 
You ought to be able to stick them in one of those big glass cases and just leave them alone,” 
p. 132.

The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger, 1951.



WHAT DID YOU THINK?
CRITICAL THINKING AND LITERARY ANALYSIS

Critical thinking (noun) is the objective analysis and evaluation of an issue in order to form 
a judgement.

Critical thinking skills are skills requiring ways of thinking that are deeper and more 
complex than the kind of ‘everyday’ thinking that we use to, say, cook a meal. 

Critical thinking is about questioning and learning with an open mind. It helps you 
develop well-reasoned arguments of your own, use and draw on evidence to justify 
your arguments and ideas, and to synthesize your thoughts and the thoughts of 
differing authors/researchers/theorists.



CRITICAL THINKING

Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives (1956)

Universityofgalway.ie



SEDA’S INTERACTIVE ENGLISH 
MODULE:

‘EXPLORING NEW WORLDS AND 
SOCIETIES THROUGH LITERATURE’



TALE OR TAIL

Homophones!

‘literature provides a rich context in which 
individual lexical or syntactical items are made 

more memorable.’ 
Literature in the Language Classroom: A Resource 
Book of Ideas and Activities By Joanne Collie and 

Stephen Slater, p. 5. 







WHAT DID THE STUDENT’S THINK?



COURSE 
FEEDBACK









PERSONAL FEEDBACK

‘I really felt a big sense of 
accomplishment. Not only that, but 
I’m also looking to buy another book 
now. I went to the bookstore today, 
actually! I feel like it’s the beginning 
of a good reading habit.’ 

-Cassio Thieme



THINGS TO CONSIDER
STARTING OUT

· Your student’s: what is the appropriate level? 

· Closed course even if your school has rolling enrollment

READING

· Choose the right text: Children’s Literature or Young Adult Literature

· Consider the length
• Short stories, poems, plays, graphic novels, novella’s  

· Facilitate discussion but allow students the freedom to discuss the text together

WRITING

· Short writing samples 

· Have students peer review

· Focus on comprehension and context over small grammatical errors



VALUE AND BENEFITS OF TEACHING ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
THROUGH LITERATURE 

Allows/helps students to:

· Develop concepts and critically think (deduce meaning from context)

· Develop their language skills

· Explore a variety of subject matters

· Explore deeper cultural and historical connections

· Have fun and try something new

The point in our Interactive English course was not solely just about 
Literature, but about developing and using critical thinking skills to 

learn English in interesting and dynamic ways. 



THANK YOU! 

Esther.reilly@seda.ie


