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Do you think all the students that you 
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Styles
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What do you think the main challenges of 
teaching mixed ability classes are?
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1) Higher 
ability 

classes

2) Lower 
ability 

classes

3) Mixed 
abilities 
classes 

Mainly we 
may teach 

three 
types of 
students 

in our 
classes:
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Lower 
ability 

students

You can 
choose a 
topic for 

them. 

Try to focus 
on an easy 

topic. 

For example:

“How to get people 
to visit your country 

or city”

1- Adapting tasks to meet the same objectives but in different ways.
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Instead of asking your students to give 
reasons for rejecting the other ideas, ask 

them to give reasons for the idea that 
they’ve chosen. 

In other words, it’s very easy for them to 
focus on just one idea rather than the 2 

rejected ideas.

Lower 
ability 

students

Instead of asking 
your students to 
give reasons for 

rejecting the 
other ideas 

Ask them to give 
reasons for the 
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chosen. 
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Try to use different 
types of feedback 
because a mixed 
abilities class has 
different levels of 
students. So, you 

need to put “ lower 
ability students” into 

consideration. 

For example: 
In a one session, you can 
elicit answers from the 

students, you can 
write answers on a 
newspaper sheet, 
and you can give 

them a model 
answer.
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Give the students further explanation.

Help the students with general ideas.
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They have to answer as many questions as they can in a 
certain time limit.

Brainstorming is always a good idea. “Pre-speaking task” 
“pre-writing task”
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1) Pair 
work
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work

3) Whole 
class 

“Mingles”
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three 

kinds of 
work 

grouping
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Group 
Work

These groups could be of mixed levels or 
similar ones. The hope is that in a smaller 

group, the weaker student will feel more able to 
contribute. 

Also, if the group is 
working with a set of 
information, divide 

the information 
between the 

students, forcing 
them to work 

together.

OR: You may consider 
dividing your class 

into groups by level 
for freer activity. This 

may enable you to 
give a different level 

or number of tasks to 
each group.



Think about one of your 
favorite activities.

How can you adapt this 
activity for pair-work In a 

multi-level classroom?
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