


While monitoring students 
talk about their weekend, 
you hear a learner who is 

talking about a film say “it’s 
a mandatory film” 

Start of a lesson you ask 
students how their days have 
been and one of the students 
launches into a story about 

being locked out of their house 
all morning. They don’t know 
how to say “I was locked out” 

but you get the idea. 

When talking about favourite 
places in small groups, 
a pre-int  learner says “it’s 
really worth a visit”

Talking about 
weekend plans 
a learner says 
“I’m going to a 
gain”An advanced learner 

says
 “I really like playing 
computer games,
 I started during the 
pandemic”

A learner says “I was 
to Paris this 
weekend but my 
boyfriend has Covid 
☹



“Emerging language is any unplanned language that the teacher 
then chooses to focus on for clarification or modification.” 

              Chinn & Norrington-Davies 

errors

communication 
breakdowns

shareable 
learner 

language

not quite right or 
natural language

language 
learners are 
looking for

another way 
to say





Where do we start?

tinyurl.com/EnglishFileSample







• Look at the pictures- which devices do you own?

• How often do you use them? 

• What other digital or electronic devices do you use 
a lot?

• What annoys you about the digital and electronic 
devices you own or use a lot? 

• Does your family/ partner/ housemates have any 
annoying habits when it comes to how they use 
their digital devices? 



FEEDBACK

• Look at the pictures- which devices do you own?
• How often do you use them? 
• What other digital or electronic devices do you use 

a lot?
• What annoys you about the digital and electronic 

devices you own or use a lot? 
• Does your family/ partner/ housemates have any 

annoying habits when it comes to how they use 
their digital devices? 

With a partner share your ideas

With a new partner, try to find things in common
Are you very similar or different?

• Look at the pictures- which devices do you own?
• How often do you use them? 
• What other digital or electronic devices do you use 

a lot?
• What annoys you about the digital and electronic 

devices you own or use a lot? 
• Does your family/ partner/ housemates have any 

annoying habits when it comes to how they use 
their digital devices? 





Learners read text about a digital detox 
and discuss in pairs if they need to go 
on one.

Feedback 1

Learners work in same pairs to write 3 
questions to ask their classmates to find 
out if they need to go on a digital detox

Feedback 2

Learners mingle individually and ask 
their questions, making notes of the 
other learners answers.

Feedback 3

Learners return to pairs to write up their 
findings.

Feedback 4

Learners exchange their reports. 
 



Explore

Focus

Extend



Impromptu 
speaking activity



Don’t say it
Micro dictation

Find someone who

Task repetition



End of class
Favourite / hard/ new 

phrases

Erase and 
remember

A lesson summary

Notebook swap



How do we make emerging language our target? 

Create opportunities 
for things to emerge

Use techniques to 
help learning happen

Give opportunity for 
development of use
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