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What kind of connections do learners have to make to facilitate 
effective language learning?



1. Connect to themselves
2. Connect to prior learning and 

knowledge
3. Connect to others

4. Connecting to the Wider World



1. Connect to 
themselves

Why are 
students 

learning a 
language?



“Transfer to the textbook is easier when the 
content starts with the student himself and 
then leads into the materials to be learned… 
Let the students first discover what they can 
generate on the subject from their own 
personal thoughts and feelings. By drawing on 
their own experiences and reactions, the 
transfer to the textbook will be more relevant 
and more apparent.”

Gertrude Moscowitz

> it involves true communication
> it makes language relevant to 
learners
> helps memorisation

> it makes communication 
activities meaningful



How would you 
help learners make 
connections with 

this topic?

Impact Level 4
Voices Pre-Intermediate

Intrinsic Motivation



1. Why might this [topic, 
question, reading] 
matter to me?

2. Why might it matter to 
people around me 
[family, friends, city, 
nation]?

3. Why might it matter to 
the world?

The 3 Whys

Impact Level 4
Voices Pre-Intermediate



How does the image make you 
feel? Why does it make you feel 
like that?

Does it remind you of anything? 
If so, what?

Do you relate to the image at in 
any way? If so, how?

Do you think the image is 
positive/negative/neutral? 
Why?

What do you 

A Personal 
Viewing

Impact Level 4
Voices Pre-Intermediate



Impact Level 4
Voices Pre-Intermediate
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What # 
are you?



Think, Puzzle, 
Explore
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Voices Intermediate

1. What do you think you 
know about this topic?

2. What questions or 
puzzles do you have?

3. What does the topic 
make you want to 
explore?



Stop, Think, Discuss

What did I find most interesting? Why?

Did anything surprise/shock me? Why?

Did anything worry/concern me? Why?

Did anything make me stop and think? 
Why?

Was there anything I strongly agreed 
/disagreed with? Why?

Has my view/opinion changed from 
reading this? Why?
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Voices Intermediate



“Personalization can create a 
positive learning environment 
for the learners and teacher… 
we should always try to 
personalize any new language 
to make it relevant to the 
learner. 
John Hughes, Personalization in the ELT 

Classroom, eltngl.com/infocus



2. Connect to 
prior learning 

and 
knowledge

Voices Pre-Intermediate

Connect



that learning is only meaningful when it is relatable, 
connected, to the learners’ prior knowledge

learning is only meaningful when it is 
relatable, and connected to the learners’ 

prior knowledge



“Prior knowledge is the 
most important single 
factor in influencing 
learning.”

Ausubel, 1968

1. Why is this? Do you agree?

2. How do you already connect 
learning to your students’ prior 
knowledge?



Image by Clint Hilbert from Pixabay

Entry Tickets

“Entry Tickets are an effective strategy for monitoring student 
learning and introducing or reviewing instruction.”

Teaching Toolkit.com



What entry ticket questions could 
you ask students to answer before 
starting a lesson on narrative 
tenses?

Image by Clint Hilbert from Pixabay

Entry Tickets

Voices Intermediate



What are the different narrative 
tenses?
How do we form/use them?  
Write a sentence using each one.

On a scale of 1-5 how confident are 
you using narrative tenses?

Image by Clint Hilbert from Pixabay

Entry Tickets

Voices Intermediate
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“Call it schema, relevant 
background knowledge, 
prior knowledge, or just 
plain experience, when 
students make 
connections to the text 
they are reading, their 
comprehension 
increases.”
https://www.teachervision.com/readin

g-comprehension/activating-prior-
knowledge

Voices Intermediate



Reader’s existing language proficiency in 
vocabulary + grammar

Organizational forms and rhetorical 
structures of written texts

Background knowledge of content 
area/topic familiarity + previous 
experiences

Linguistic schemata

Formal schemata

Content schemata

Shuying An, 2013 Voices Intermediate

According to Shuying An (2013), there are three major types of 
schemata



Voices Intermediate

KWL Chart

What I Know

What I Want 
to Know 

What I Learnt

specific according to researcher
profile platform colleague
behaviour depend situation



3. Connect to 
others

“Students who have positive 
relationships with their peers 
have been found to have 
higher levels of engagement, 
motivation and 
achievement.”

Fredericks, 2014



Promote 
collaboration

Promote 
trust, 

empathy and 
acceptance

Promote 
group 

cohesiveness

Promote 
shared 

responsibility
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Peer 
teaching & 
feedback 

“Peer teaching is useful in the language classroom 
because it develops co-operation and 
collaboration between students, independent of 
the teacher… encourage them to take 
responsibility for helping each other.” 

Mike Sayer, author



Benefits include:

> engages and motivates learners
> increases all student active 
participation
> fosters interpersonal skills -
collaboration, trust, understanding 
and empathy
> empowers the learners & 
enhances autonomy
> peer teachers reinforce their 
own learning
> makes learning more memorable

“Peer teaching is useful in the language classroom 
because it develops co-operation and 
collaboration between students, independent of 
the teacher… encourage them to take 
responsibility for helping each other.” 

Mike Sayer, author



“Vocabulary learning is 
enhanced when 
learners infer meaning 
of words by themselves 
or negotiate it other 
learners”

Nation & Webb



“The old woman's house was full of finnimbrun from around the 
world.”

“The streets of Barcelona are so anfractuous it’s easy to get lost..”

“I had never seen anything like it before. It was selcouth in its beauty.”

“What do you mean my joke wasn’t funny? Are you an agelast or 
something?.”



“The old woman's house was full of finnimbrun (trinkets) from around 
the world.”

“The streets of Barcelona are so anfractuous (winding) it’s easy to get 
lost..”

“I had never seen anything like it before. It was selcouth (unfamiliar, 
strange, rare) in its beauty.”

“What do you mean my joke wasn’t funny? Are you an agelast (a 
person who never laughs) or something?.”



Ladder of Feedback

Clarify

Value

Concerns

Suggest

Offer suggestions about how to improve the work, ideas 
that will help the learner think about the way forward.

Before giving feedback, ask questions about any unclear 
points or missing ideas.

Comment on the strengths of the work to create a 
supportive environment, so this should stress the positive 
and interesting points.

Comment on your concerns about the work, areas that 
need  attention, what’s missing, but it should be done in 
a non-threatening way.



1. Two stars and a wish 

2. TAG (Something you like, a question, a positive 

suggestion)

3. Plus, Minus, What’s next?



“Studies have shown that when 
learners work in groups it leads to 
improved achievement, retention 
of learning and social 
relationships, as well as increasing 
intrinsic motivation. It can lessen 
the stress of contributing in a 
whole-class situation and give 
more time for learners to work at 
their own pace.”

www.edutopia.org/stw-collaborative-
learning-research

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/intrinsic-motivation?utm_source=futurelearn-bcmooc&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=tfs-cw




“Language learning and 
teaching overall goals 
should be to achieve a 
wider and deeper 
understanding of the 
way of life and forms of 
thought of other peoples 
and of their cultural 
heritage.”

Common European Framework of 
Reference,2001, p.3
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Quiz Time
Look at the following lessons – how many activities 

facilitate connections?
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Connecting to 
self

Connecting to others

Connecting to 
prior learning
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Connecting to 
self

Connecting to 
prior learning

Connecting to others

Connecting to 
the world



- themselves
- prior learning
- each other
- the wider world



Time To Reflect
How will you help your students make more connections 

in your classroom?





Join National Geographic Learning!

ELTNGL.com/webinars

Request a 
Sample
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